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1 And this is the rule of all the congregation of Israel in the final days, when they gather 

[in community to wa]lk 2 in accordance with the regulation of the sons of Zadok, the 

priests, and the men of their covenant who have turn[ed away from the] path 3 of the 

nation. These are the men of his counsel who have kept his covenant in the midst of 

wickedness to ato[ne for the ear]th. 4 When they come, they shall assemble all those who 

come, including children and women, and they shall read into [their] ea[rs] 5 [a]ll the 

precepts of the covenant, and shall instruct them in all their regulations, so that they do 

not stray in [the]ir e[rrors.] 6 Vacat And this is the rule for all the armies of the 

congregation, for all native Israelites. From [his] yo[uth] 7 [they shall edu]cate him in the 

book of hagy, and according to his age, instruct him in the precept[s of] the covenant, and 

he will [receive] 8 his [ins]truction in their regulations; during ten years he will be counted 

among the children. At the a[ge] of twenty ye[ars, he will transfer] 9 [to] those enrolled, 

to enter the lot amongst his fam[il]y and join the holy commun[ity]. He shall not 

[approach] 10 a woman to know her through carnal intercourse until he is fully twe[nt]y 

years old, when he knows [good] 11 and evil. Then she shall be received to give witness 

against him (about) the regulations of the law and to take his [p]lace in the proclamation 

of the regulations. 12 And on his completion, Vacat at the age of twenty-five years, he 

shall enter to take his place among the “foundations” of the holy 13 congregation to 

perform the service of the congregation. And at thirty years (of age) he shall approach to 

arbitrate in disputes 14 and ju[dg]ments, and to take his place among the chiefs of the 

thousand of Israel, the commanders of a hundred, commanders of fi[f]ty, 15 [commanders 

of] ten, the judges and the officials of their tribes in all their families, [according to the 

dec]ision of the sons of 16 [Aar]on, the priests. And every {chief} /head/ of clans of the 

congregation, for whom the lot comes out, to take his pl[ace] in the duties, 17 [to go ou]t 

and to come in before the congregation, in accordance with his intelligence and the 

perfection of his behaviour, shall gird his loins to remain steadfa[st, d]oing 18 his allotted 

duty among his brothers. [Depen]ding on whether (he has) much or a little, [one] will be 

more or less honoured [than] his fellow. 19 When the years of a man increase, they shall 

assign him a task in the ser[vi]ce of the congregation matching his strength. No man who 

is a simpleton 20 shall enter the lot to hold office in the congregation of Israel for dispute 

or judgment, or to perform a task of the congregation, 21 or to go out to war to subdue the 

nations; he shall only write his family in the army register, 22 and he will do his service 

in the chores to the extent of his ability. The sons of Levi shall each stay in his post, 23 

under the authority of the sons of Aaron, to make all the congregation come in and go 

out, each one in his rank, under the direction of the heads of the 24 [c]lans of the 

congregation, as commanders, judges /and officials/, according to the number of all their 

armies, under the authority of the sons of Zadok, the priests, 25 [and of all] the heads of 

the clans of the congregation. Vacat And if there is a convocation of all the assembly for 

a judgment, or 26 for the community council, or for a convocation of war, they shall 

sanctify themselves during three days, so that every one who comes 27 is pre[pared for the 

cou]ncil. These are the men who are to be summoned to the community council from … 

Vacat  all 28 the wi[se men] of the congregation, the intelligent and those learned in perfect 

behaviour and the men of valour, together with 29 [the chiefs of the tri]bes and all their 

judges, their officials, the chiefs of thousands, the chiefs of [hundreds,] 
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1 of fifties and of tens, and the levites, (each one) in the mid[st of his divi]sion of service. 

These 2 are the men of renown, those summoned to the assembly, those gathered for the 

community council in Israel 3 in the presence of the sons of Zadok, the priests. No man, 

defiled by any of the impurities 4 of a man, shall enter the assembly of these; and no-one 

who is defiled by these should be 5 established in his office amongst the congregation: 

everyone who is defiled in his flesh, paralysed in his feet or 6 in his hands, lame, blind, 

deaf, dumb or defiled in his flesh with a blemish 7 visible to the eyes, or the tottering old 

man who cannot keep upright in the midst of the assembly; 8 these shall not en[ter] to take 

their place [a]mong the congregation of the men of renown, for the angels 9 of holiness 

are among their [congre]gation. And if [one of] these has something to say to the holy 

council, 10 they shall question [him] in private, but the man shall [n]ot enter in the midst 

of [the congregation,] because [h]e is defiled. 11 At [a ses]sion of the men of renown, 

[those summoned to] the gathering of the community council, when [God] begets 12 the 

Messiah with them: [the] chief [priest] of all the congregation of Israel shall enter, and all 
13 [his] br[others, the sons] of Aaron, the priests [summoned] to the assembly, the men of 

renown, and they shall sit 14 be[fore him, each one] according to his dignity. After, [the 

Mess]iah of Israel shall [enter] and before him shall sit the heads of the 15 th[ousands of 

Israel, each] one according to his dignity, according to [his] po[sition] in their camps and 

according to their marches. And all 16 the heads of the cl[ans of the congre]gation with 

the wise [men …] shall sit before them, each one according 17 to his dignity. And [when] 

they gather [at the tab]le of community [or to drink the n]ew wine, and the table of 18 the 

community is prepared [and the] new wine [is mixed] for drinking, [no-one should stretch 

out] his hand to the first-fruit 19 of the bread and of [the new wine] before the priest, for 

[he is the one who bl]esses the first-fruit of bread 20 and of the new win[e and stretches 

out] his hand towards the bread before them. Afterwar[ds,] the Messiah of Israel [shall 

str]etch out his hands 21 towards the bread. [And afterwards, they shall ble]ss all the 

congregation of the community, each [one according to] his dignity. And in accordance 

with this precept one shall act 22 at each me[al, when] at least ten me[n are gat]hered. 

Vacat 
 


