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Col. I 
 

1 For [the Instructor …] … for his life, [book of the Ru]le of the Community: in order to 

seek 2 God with [all (one’s) heart and] with a[ll (one’s) soul;] in order to do what is good 

and just in his presence, as 3 he commanded by the hand of Moses and by the hand of all 

his servants the Prophets; in order to love everything 4 which he selects and to hate 

everything that he rejects; in order to keep oneself at a distance from all evil, 5 and to 

become attached to all good works; in order to do truth and justice and uprightness 6 on 

earth and not to walk anymore in the stubbornness of a guilty heart and of lecherous eyes 
7 performing every evil; in order to welcome all those who freely volunteer to carry out 

God’s decrees 8 into the covenant of kindness; in order to be united in the counsel of God 

and walk in perfection in his sight, complying with all 9 revealed things concerning the 

regulated times of their stipulations; in order to love all the sons of light, each one 10 

according to his lot in God’s plan, and to detest all the sons of darkness, each one in 

accordance with his guilt 11 in God’s vindication. All those who submit freely to his truth 

will convey all their knowledge, their energies, 12 and their riches to the Community of 

God in order to refine their knowledge in the truth of God’s decrees and marshal their 

energies 13 in accordance with his perfect paths and all their riches in accordance with his 

just counsel. They shall not stray from any one 14 of all God’s orders concerning their 

appointed times; they shall not advance their appointed times nor shall they retard 15 any 

one of their feasts. They shall not veer from his reliable precepts in order to go either to 

the right or to the left. 16 And all those who enter in the Rule of the Community shall 

establish a covenant before God in order to carry out 17 all that he commanded and in 

order not to stray from following him out of any fear, dread, or testing 18 (that might 

occur) during the dominion of Belial. When they enter the covenant, the priests 19 and the 

levites shall bless the God of victories and all the works of his faithfulness and all 20 those 

who enter the covenant shall repeat after them: “Amen, Amen”. Vacat 21 Vacat The priests 

shall recite the just deeds of God in his mighty works, 22 and they shall proclaim all his 

merciful favours towards Israel. And the levites shall recite 23 the iniquities of the children 

of Israel, all their blameworthy offences and their sins during the dominion of 24 Belial. 

[And al]l those who enter the covenant shall confess after them and they shall say: 

 

“We have acted sinfully, 
25 we have [trans]gressed, 

we have [si]nned, we have committed evil, 

we and our [fa]thers before us, inasmuch as we walk 
26 […] truth and just 

[…] his judgment upon us and upon o[ur] fathers; 

 

 

Col. II 
 

1 but he has showered on us his merciful favour for ever and ever”. 

And the priests will bless all 2 the men of God’s lot 

who walk unblemished in all his paths and they shall say: 

“May he bless you with everything 3 good, 

and may he protect you from everything bad. 



 

 

May he illuminate your heart with the discernment of life 

and grace you with eternal knowledge. 
4 May he lift upon you the countenance of his favour 

for eternal peace”. Vacat  

And the levites shall curse all the men of 
5 the lot of Belial. They shall begin to speak 

and shall say: 

“Accursed are you for all your wicked, blameworthy deeds. 

May God hand you over 
6 to terror by the hand of all those carrying out acts of vengeance. 

May he bring upon you destruction 

by the hand of all those who accomplish 
7 retributions. Accursed are you, without mercy, 

according to the darkness of your deeds, 

and sentenced 
8 to the gloom of everlasting fire. 

May God not be merciful when you entreat him. 

May he not forgive by purifying your iniquities. 
9 May he lift the countenance of his anger to avenge himself on you, 

and may there be no peace for you 

by the mouth of those who intercede”. 
10 And all those who enter the covenant shall say, after those who pronounce blessings 

and those who pronounce curses: “Amen, Amen”. 
11 Vacat And the priests and the levites shall continue, saying: 

“Cursed by the idols which his heart reveres 
12 whoever enters this covenant, 

and places the obstacle of his iniquity in front of himself 

to fall over it. 
13 When he hears the words of this covenant, 

he will congratulate himself in his heart, saying: 

“I will have peace, 
14 in spite of my walking in the stubbornness of my heart”. 

However, his spirit will be obliterated, 

the dry with the moist, without 
15 mercy. May God’s anger and the wrath of his verdicts 

consume him for everlasting destruction. 

May stick fast to him all 
16 the curses of this covenant. 

May God separate him for evil, 

and may he be cut off from the midst of all the sons of light 

because of his straying 17 from following God 

on account of his idols and obstacle of his iniquity. 

May he assign his lot with the cursed ones for ever”. 
18 And all those who enter the covenant shall respond and shall say after them: “Amen, 

Amen”. Vacat 19 Vacat They shall act in this way year after year, all the days of Belial’s 

dominion. The priests shall enter 20 in order foremost, one behind the other, according to 

their spirits. And the levites shall enter after them. 21 In third place all the people shall 

enter in order, one after another, in thousands, hundreds, 22 fifties and tens, so that each 

Israelite may know his standing in God’s Community 23 in conformity with an eternal 

plan. And no-one shall move down from his rank nor move up from the place of his lot. 



 

 

24 For all shall be in a Community of truth, of proper meekness, of compassionate love 

and upright purpose, 25 towards each other, in a holy council, associates of an everlasting 

society. And anyone who declines to enter 26 [the covenant of Go]d in order to walk in 

the stubbornness of his heart shall not [enter the Com]munity of his truth, since 

 

Col. III 
 

1 his soul loathes the disciplines of knowledge of just judgments. He has not the strength 

to convert his life and shall not be counted with the upright. 2 His knowledge, his energy 

and his wealth shall not enter the council of the Community because he ploughs in the 

mud of wickedness and there are stains 3 on his conversion. He shall not be justified while 

he maintains the stubbornness of his heart, since he regards darkness as paths of light. In 

the source of the perfect 4 he shall not be counted. He will not become clean by the acts 

of atonement, nor shall he be purified by the cleansing waters, nor shall he be made holy 

by seas 5 or rivers, nor shall he be purified by all the water of ablution. Defiled, defiled 

shall he be all the days he spurns the decrees 6 of God, without allowing himself to be 

taught by the Community of his counsel. For it is by the spirit of the true counsel of God 

that are atoned the paths of man, all 7 his iniquities, so that he can look at the light of life. 

And it is by the holy spirit of the community, in its truth, that he is cleansed of all 8 his 

iniquities. And by the spirit of uprightness and of humility his sin is atoned. And by the 

compliance of his soul with all the laws of God 9 his flesh is cleansed by being sprinkled 

with cleansing waters and being made holy with the waters of repentance. May he, then, 

steady his steps in order to walk with perfection 10 on all the paths of God, as he has 

decreed concerning the appointed times of his assemblies and not turn aside, either right 

or left, nor 11 infringe even one of all his words. In this way he will be admitted by means 

of atonement pleasing to God, and for him it will be the covenant 12 of an everlasting 

Community. Vacat 13 Vacat The Instructor should instruct and teach all the sons of light 

about the nature of all the sons of man, 14 concerning all the ranks of their spirits, in 

accordance with their signs, concerning their deeds in their generations, and concerning 

the visitation of their punishments and 15 the times of their reward. From the God of 

knowledge stems all there is and all there shall be. Before they existed he established their 

entire design. 16 And when they have come into being, at their appointed time, they will 

execute all their works according to his glorious design, without altering anything. In his 

hand are 17 the laws of all things and he supports them in all their affairs. He created man 

to rule 18 the world and placed within him two spirits so that he would walk with them 

until the moment of his visitation: they are the spirits 19 of truth and of deceit. From the 

spring of light stem the generations of truth, and from the source of darkness the 

generations of deceit. 20 And in the hand of the Prince of Lights is dominion over all the 

sons of justice; they walk on paths of light. And in the hand of the Angel of 21 Darkness 

is total dominion over the sons of deceit; they walk on paths of darkness. From the Angel 

of Darkness stems the corruption of 22 all the sons of justice, and all their sins, their 

iniquities, their guilts and their offensive deeds are under his dominion 23 in compliance 

with the mysteries of God, until his moment; and all their afflictions and their periods of 

grief are caused by the dominion of his enmity; 24 and all the spirits of his lot cause the 

sons of light to fall. However, the God of Israel and the angel of his truth assist all 25 the 

sons of light. He created the spirits of light and of darkness and on them established every 

deed, 26 [o]n their [path]s every labour ‹and on their paths [eve]ry [labo]ur›. God loves 

one of them for all 

 

Col. IV 



 

 

 

1 eternal [a]ges and in all his deeds he takes pleasure forever; the other one he detests, his 

counsel and all his paths he hates forever. Vacat 2 Vacat These are their paths in the world: 

to enlighten the heart of man, straighten out in front of him all the paths of true justice, 

establish in his heart respect for the precepts 3 of God; it is a spirit of meekness, of 

patience, generous compassion, eternal goodness, intelligence, understanding, potent 

wisdom which trusts in all 4 the deeds of God and depends on his abundant mercy; a spirit 

of knowledge in all the plans of action, of enthusiasm for the decrees of justice, 5 of holy 

plans with firm purpose, of generous compassion with all the sons of truth, of magnificent 

purity which detests all unclean idols, of careful behavior 6 in wisdom concerning 

everything, of concealment concerning the truth 

of the mysteries of knowledge. Vacat These are the foundations of the spirit of the sons 

of truth (in) the world. And the reward of all those who walk in it will be healing, 7 

plentiful peace in a long life, fruitful offspring with all everlasting blessings, eternal 

enjoyment with endless life, and a crown of glory 8 with majestic raiment in eternal light. 

Vacat 9 Vacat However, to the spirit of deceit belong greed, sluggishness in the service 

of justice, wickedness, falsehood, pride, haughtiness of heart, dishonesty, trickery, 

cruelty, 10 much insincerity, impatience, much foolishness, impudent enthusiasm for 

appalling acts performed in a lustful passion, filthy paths in the service of impurity, 11 

blasphemous tongue, blindness of eyes, hardness of hearing, stiffness of neck, hardness 

of heart in order to walk in all the paths of darkness and evil cunning. And the visitation 
12 of all those who walk in it will be for an abundance of afflictions at the hands of all the 

angels of destruction, 

for eternal damnation by the scorching wrath of the God of revenges, for permanent terror 

and shame 13 without end with the humiliation of destruction by the fire of the dark 

regions. And all the ages of their generations (they shall spend) in bitter weeping and 

harsh evils in the abysses of darkness until 14 their destruction, without there being a 

remnant or a survivor for them. Vacat 15 Vacat In these (lies) the history of all men; in 

their (two) divisions all their armies have a share for their generations; in their paths they 

walk; every deed 16 they do (falls) into their divisions, dependent on what might be the 

birthright of man, great or small, for all eternal times. For God has sorted them into equal 

parts until the 17 last time, and has put an everlasting loathing between 

/their/ divisions. Deeds of injustice are an abhorrence to truth and all the paths of truth 

are an abhorrence to injustice. (There exists) a violent 18 conflict in respect of all their 

decrees since they can not walk together. God, in the mysteries of his knowledge and in 

the wisdom of his glory, has determined an end to the existence of injustice and on the 

appointed time 19 of the visitation he will obliterate it for ever. Then truth shall rise up 

forever (in) the world, for it has been defiled in paths of wickedness during the dominion 

of injustice until 20 the time appointed for the judgment decided. Then God will refine, 

with his truth, all man’s deeds, and will purify for himself the structure of man, ripping 

out all spirit of injustice from the innermost part 21 of his flesh, and cleansing him with 

the spirit of holiness from every wicked deeds. He will sprinkle over him the spirit of 

truth like lustral water (in order to cleanse him) from all the abhorrences of deceit and 

(from) the defilement 22 of the unclean spirit, in order to instruct the upright ones with 

knowledge of the Most High, and to make understand the wisdom of the sons of heaven 

to those of perfect behaviour. For those God has chosen for an everlasting covenant 23 

and to them shall belong all the glory of Adam. There will be no more injustice and all 

the deeds of trickery will be a dishonour. Until now the spirits of truth and injustice feud 

in the heart of man: 24 they walk in wisdom or in folly. In agreement with man’s 

inheritance in the truth, he shall be righteous and so abhor injustice; 



 

 

and according to his share in the lot of injustice, he shall act wickedly in it, and so 25 abhor 

the truth. For God has sorted them into equal parts until the appointed end and the new 

creation. He knows the result of their deeds for all times 26 [everlas]ting and has given 

them as a legacy to the sons of man so that they know good [and evil … and] to cast the 

lots of every living being according to his spirit in [… until the time of] the visitation. 

 

Col. V 
 

1 Vacat This is the rule for the men of the Community who freely volunteer to convert 

from all evil and to keep themselves steadfast in all he commanded in compliance with 

his will. They should keep apart from the congregation of 2 the men of injustice in order 

to constitute a Community in law and possessions, and acquiesce to the authority of the 

sons of Zadok, the priests who safeguard the covenant /and/ to the authority of the 

multitude of the men of 3 the Community, those who persevere steadfastly in the 

covenant. By their authority, decision by lot shall be made in every affair involving the 

law, property and judgment, to achieve together truth and humility, 4 justice and 

uprightness, compassionate love and seemly behaviour in all their paths. No-one should 

walk in the stubbornness of his heart in order to go astray following his heart 5 and his 

eyes and the musings of his inclination. Instead he should circumcise in the Community 

the foreskin of his tendency and of his stiff neck in order to lay a foundation of truth for 

Israel, for the Community of the eternal 6 covenant. They should make atonement for all 

who freely volunteer for holiness in Aaron and for the house of truth in Israel and for 

those who join them for community, lawsuit and judgment, 7 to proclaim as guilty all 

those who trespass the decree. These are the regulations of their behaviour concerning all 

these decrees when they are enrolled in the Community. Whoever enters the council of 

the Community 8 enters the covenant of God in the presence of all who freely volunteer. 

He shall swear with a binding oath to revert to the Law of Moses, according to all that he 

commanded, with whole 9 heart and whole soul, in compliance with all that has been 

revealed of it to the sons of Zadok, the priests who keep the covenant and interpret his 

will and to the multitude of the men of their covenant 10 who freely volunteer together for 

this truth and to walk according to his will. He should swear by the covenant to be 

segregated from all the men of injustice who walk 11 along the path of wickedness. For 

they are not included in his covenant since they have neither sought nor examined his 

decrees in order to know the hidden matters in which they err 12 by their own fault and 

because they treated revealed matters with disrespect; this is why wrath will rise up for 

judgment in order to effect revenge by the curses of the covenant, in order to administer 

fierce 13 punishments for everlasting annihilation without there being any remnant. Vacat 

He should not go into the waters to share in the pure food of the men of holiness, for one 

is not cleansed 14 unless one turns away from ones wickedness, for he is unclean among 

all the transgressors of his word. No-one should associate with him in his work or in his 

possessions in order not to encumber him 15 with blameworthy iniquity; rather he should 

remain at a distance from him in every task, for it is written as follows (Exod 23:7): “You 

shall remain at a distance from every lie”. None of the men 16 of the Community should 

acquiesce to their authority in any law or regulation. No-one should eat of any of their 

possessions, or drink or accept anything from their hands, 17 unless at its price, for it is 

written(Isa 2:22): “Shun the man whose breath is in his nostrils, for how much is he 

worth?” For 18 all those not numbered in his covenant will be segregated, they and all that 

belongs to them. No holy man should support himself on any deed of 19 futility, for futile 

are all those who do not know the covenant. And all those who scorn his word he shall 

cause to vanish from the world; all their deeds are uncleanness 20 before him and there is 



 

 

uncleanness in all {his} their possessions. And when someone enters the covenant to be 

have in compliance with all these decrees, enrolling in the assembly of holiness, they shall 

examine 21 their spirits in the Community, one another, in respect of his insight and of his 

deeds in law, under the authority of the sons of Aaron, those who freely volunteer in the 

Community to set up 22 his covenant and to follow all the decrees which he commanded 

to fulfil, and under the authority of the majority of Israel, those who freely volunteer to 

return within the Community to his covenant. 23 And they shall be recorded in order, one 

before the other, according to one’s insight and one’s deeds, in such a way that each one 

obeys another, the junior the senior. And 24 their spirit and their deeds must be tested, 

year after year, in order to upgrade each one to the extent of his insight and the perfection 

of his path, or to demote him according to his failings. One should reproach 25 one another 

in truth, in meekness and in compassionate love for one’s fellow-man. Vacat No-one 

should speak to his brother in anger or muttering, 26 or with a hard [neck or with 

passionate] spirit of wickedness, and he should not detest him [in the fore]sk[in] of his 

heart, but instead reproach him that day so as not 

 

Col. VI 
 

1 to incur a sin because of him. And in addition, no-one should raise a matter against his 

fellow in front of the Many unless it is with reproof in the presence of witnesses. In this 

way 2 shall they behave in all their places of residence. Whenever one fellow meets 

another, the junior shall obey the senior in work and in money. They shall eat together, 3 

together they shall bless and together they shall take counsel. In every place where there 

are ten men of the Community council, there should not be missing amongst them 4 a 

priest. And every one shall sit according to his rank before him, and in this way shall they 

be asked for their counsel in every matter. And when they prepare the table to dine or the 

new wine 5 for drinking, the priest shall stretch out his hand as the first to bless the first 

fruits of the bread <or the new wine for drinking, the priest shall stretch out his hand as 

the first 6 to bless the first fruits of the bread> and the new wine. And in the place in which 

the Ten assemble there should not be missing a man to interpret the law day and night, 7 

always, one relieving another. And the Many shall be on watch together for a third of 

each night of the year in order to read the book, explain the regulation, 8 and bless 

together. Vacat This is the Rule for the session of the Many. Each one by his rank: the 

priests will sit down first, the elders next and the remainder of 9 all the people will sit 

down in order of rank. And following the same system they shall be questioned with 

regard to judgment, all counsel and any matter referred to the Many, so that each can 

impart his knowledge 10 to the council of the Community. Vacat No-one should talk 

during the speech of his fellow before his brother has finished speaking. Vacat And 

neither should he speak before one whose rank is listed 11 before his own. Whoever is 

questioned should speak in his turn. And in the session of the Many no-one should utter 

anything without the consent of the Many, save the 12 Inspector of the Many. And anyone 

who has something to say to the Many but is not in the position of one who is asking 

questions to the Community council, 13 that man should stand up and say: “I have 

something to say to the Many”. If they tell him to, he should speak. And anyone from 

Israel who freely volunteers 14 to enrol in the council of the Community, the man 

appointed at the head of the Many shall test him with regard to his insight and his deeds. 

If he suits the discipline he shall let him enter 15 into the covenant so that he can revert to 

the truth and shun all injustice, and he shall teach him all the precepts of the Community. 

And then, when he comes in to stand in front of the Many, they shall be questioned, 16 all 

of them, concerning his affairs. And depending on the outcome of the lot in the council 



 

 

of the Many he shall be included or excluded. When he is included in the Community 

council, he must not touch the pure food of 17 the Many until they test him about his spirit 

and about his deeds, until he has completed a full year; neither should he share in the 

possession of the Many. 18 When he has completed a year within the Community, the 

Many will be questioned about his affairs, concerning his insight and his deeds in 

connection with the law. And if the lot results in him 19 entering the inner council of the 

Community according to the priests and the majority of the men of their covenant, his 

possessions and his earnings will also be joined at the hand of the 20 Inspector of the 

earnings of the Many. And they shall credit it to his account, but they shall not use it for 

the Many. He must not touch the drink of the Many until 21 he completes a second year 

among the men of the Community. And when this second year is complete he will be 

examined by command of the Many. And if 22 the lot results in him joining the 

Community, they shall enter him in the order of his rank among his brothers for the law, 

for the judgment, for purity and for the placing of his possessions. And his advice will be 
23 for the Community as will his judgment. Vacat 24 Vacat And these are the regulations 

by which they shall judge in an examination of the Community depending on the case. If 

one is found among them who has lied 25 knowingly concerning possessions, he shall be 

excluded from the pure food of the Many for a year and they shall withhold a quarter of 

his bread. And whoever retorts to 26 his fellow with stubbornness, (and) speaks with 

brusqueness, ruining the footing he has with him, defying the authority of his fellow who 

is enrolled ahead of him, 27 [he h]as taken the law into his own hands; and he will be 

punished for on[e] year [… Who]ever enunciates the Name (which is) honoured above 

all … […] 
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1 whether blaspheming, or suddenly overtaken by misfortune or for any other reason, {…} 

or reading a book, or blessing, will be excluded 2 and shall not go back ever to the 

Community council. Vacat And if he has spoken angrily against one of the priests enrolled 

in the book, he will be punished for one 3 year and shall be excluded, under sentence of 

death, from the pure food of the Many. However, if he had spoken unintentionally, he 

will be punished for six months. Vacat And whoever lies knowingly 4 shall be punished 

for six months. Whoever knowingly and for no reason insults his fellow will be punished 

for a year 5 and will be excluded. And whoever speaks to his fellow with deception or 

knowingly deceives him, will be punished for six months. And if 6 Vacat he is /negligent/ 

to his fellow he will be punished for three months. Vacat However, if he is negligent with 

the possessions of the Community achieving a loss, he shall replace it {…} 7 in full. Vacat 
7a Vacat 7b Vacat 8 And if he does not manage to replace it, he will be punished for /sixty 

days/. And whoever feels animosity towards his fellow for no cause will be punished for 

{six months} /one year/. 9 And likewise for anyone retaliating for any reason. Whoever 

utters with his mouth futile words, three months; and for talking in the middle of the 

words of his fellow, 10 ten days. And whoever lies down and goes to sleep in the session 

of the Many, thirty days. And the same applies to whoever leaves the session of the Many 
11 without permission, or falls asleep up to three times during a session, he shall be 

punished ten days; however, if they raise up (?) Vacat 12 and he withdraws, he shall be 

punished for thirty days. And whoever walks about naked in front of his fellow, without 

needing to, shall be punished for six months. 13 And the person who spits in the course of 

a meeting of the Many shall be punished thirty days. And whoever takes out “his hand” 

from under his clothes, or if these are 14 rags which allow his nakedness to be seen, he 

will be punished thirty days. And whoever giggles inanely causing his voice to be heard 



 

 

shall be sentenced to thirty 15 days. And whoever takes out his left hand to gesticulate 

with it shall be punished ten days. And whoever goes round defaming his fellow 16 shall 

be excluded for one year from the pure food of the Many and shall be punished; however, 

whoever goes round defaming the Many shall be expelled from their midst 17 and will 

never return. And whoever complains against the foundation of the Community shall be 

expelled and will not return; however, if he complains against his fellow 18 without cause 

he will be punished six months. The person whose spirit turns aside from the foundation 

of the Community to betray the truth 19 and walk in the stubbornness of his heart, if he 

comes back, shall be punished for two years; during the first year he shall not approach 

the pure food of the Many. Vacat 20 Vacat {…} and during the second he shall not 

approach {the pure food} /the drink/ of the Many and shall sit at the back of all the men 

of the Community. 21 When the days of the two years are complete the Many shall be 

questioned Vacat concerning his affairs; if they admit him, he shall be enrolled in his 

rank; and later he will be questioned in connection with judgment. 22 {…} However, 

anyone who has been in the Community council {…} for ten full years. Vacat 23 Vacat 

{…} Vacat and whose spirit reverts to betray the Community and go away from the 

presence Vacat 24 of the Many in order to walk in the stubbornness of his heart, will never 

return to the Community council. And the person among the men of the Commu[nity 

w]ho fraternizes 25 with him with regard to his purity or his goods, wh[o …] the Many, 

and his sentence will be like his, [he] shall be expe[lled …] 
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1 In the Community council (there shall be) twelve men and three priests, perfect in 

everything that has been revealed from all 2 the law to implement truth, justice, judgment, 

compassionate love and unassuming behaviour of one to another, 3 to preserve 

faithfulness in the land with firm purpose and repentant spirit in order to atone for sin by 

doing justice 4 and undergoing trials, and to walk with everyone in the measure of the 

truth and the regulation of the time. When these things exist in Israel 5 the Community 

council shall be founded on truth, Vacat to be an everlasting plantation, a holy house for 

Israel and the foundation of the holy of 6 holies for Aaron, true witnesses for the judgment 

and chosen by the will (of God) to atone for the land and to render 7 the wicked their 

retribution. Vacat This (the Community) is the tested rampart, the precious cornerstone 

that does not Vacat 8 /whose foundations/ shake or tremble from their place. Vacat (It will 

be) the most holy dwelling 9 for Aaron with eternal knowledge of the covenant of justice 

and in order to offer a pleasant /aroma/; and it will be a house of perfection and truth in 

Israel 10 in order to establish {/…/} a covenant in compliance with the everlasting decrees. 

/And these will be accepted in order to atone for the land and to decide the judgment of 

the wickedness {in perfect behaviour} and there will be no iniquity/. When these have 

been established in the foundation of the Community for two full years in perfect 

behaviour 11 /they will be segregated/ (like) holy ones in the midst of the council of the 

men of the Community. And every matter hidden from Israel but which has been found 

out by 12 the Interpreter, he should not keep hidden from them for fear of a spirit of 

desertion. Vacat And when these have become /a community/ in Israel 13 /in compliance 

with these arrangements/ they are to be segregated from within the dwelling of the men 

of sin to walk to the desert in order to open there His path. 14 As it is written (Isa 40:3): “In 

the desert, prepare the way of ****, straighten in the steppe a roadway for our God”. 15 

This is the study of the law wh[i]ch he commanded through the hand of Moses, in order 

to act in compliance with all that has been revealed from age to age, 16 and according to 

what the prophets have revealed through his holy spirit. Vacat And anyone of the men of 



 

 

the Community, the covenant of 17 the Community, who insolently shuns anything at all 

commanded, cannot approach the pure food of the men of holiness, 18 and cannot know 

anything of their counsels until his deeds have been cleansed from every depravity, 

walking in perfect behaviour. Then they can include him 19 in the council under the 

authority of the Many and later they will enrol him according to his rank. And (they shall 

apply) this regulation to all who enter the Community. 20 Vacat These are the regulations 

by which the men of perfect holiness shall conduct themselves, one with another. 21 All 

who enter the council of holiness of those walking in perfect behaviour as he commanded, 

anyone of them 22 who breaks a word of the law of Moses impertinently or through 

carelessness will be banished from the Community council 23 and shall not return again; 

none of the men of holiness should associate with his goods or his advice on any 24 matter. 

However if he acted through oversight he should be excluded from pure food and from 

the council and they shall apply the (following) regulation to him: 25 “He may not judge 

anyone and [he may] not [be a]sked any advice for two whole years”. If his conduct is 

perfect 26 in the session, in the investigation, and in the council [ac]cor[ding to] the Many, 

if he has not sinned again through oversight until two full years have passed. 27 Vacat 
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1 Because for {…} one sin of oversight he will be punished two years; but whoever acts 

impertinently shall not return again. Only someone who sins through oversight 2 shall be 

tested for two full years with respect to the perfectness of his behaviour and of his counsel 

according to the authority of the Many, and shall then be enrolled according to his rank 

in the Community of holiness. 3 Vacat When these exist in Israel in accordance with these 

rules in order to establish the spirit of holiness in truth 4 eternal, in order to atone for the 

guilt of iniquity and for the unfaithfulness of sin, and for approval for the earth, without 

the flesh of burnt offerings and without the fats of sacrifice - the offering of 5 the lips in 

compliance with the decree will be like the pleasant aroma of justice and the perfectness 

of behaviour will be acceptable like a freewill offering – at that moment the men of 6 the 

Community shall set apart a holy house for Aaron, in order to form a most holy 

community, and a house of the Community for Israel, those who walk in perfection. 7 

Only the sons of Aaron will have authority in the matter of judgment and of goods, and 

their word will settle the lot of all provision for the men of the Community 8 and the goods 

of the men of holiness who walk in perfection. Their goods must not be mixed with the 

goods of the men of deceit who 9 have not cleansed their path to separate from injustice 

and walk in a perfect behaviour. They should not de part from any counsel of the law in 

order to walk 10 in complete stubbornness of their heart, but instead shall be ruled by the 

first directives which the men of the Community began to be taught 11 until the prophet 

comes, and the Messiahs of Aaron and Israel. Vacat 12 Vacat These are the regulations 

for the Instructor by which he shall walk with every living being in compliance with the 

regulation of every period and in compliance with the worth of each man: 13 he should 

fulfil the will of God in compliance with all revelation for every period; he should acquire 

all the wisdom that has been gained according to the periods and the 14 decree of the 

period; he should separate and weigh the sons of Zadok Vacat according to their spirits; 

he should keep hold of the chosen ones of the period according to his will, as he has 

commanded; he should carry out the judgment of each man in accordance with his spirit; 

he should include each one according to the purity of his hands and according to his 

intellect 16 promote him. And thus shall be his love and thus shall be his hatred. Vacat He 

should not reproach or argue with the men of the pit 17 but instead hide the counsel of the 

law in the midst of the men of injustice. He should reproach (with) truthful knowledge 



 

 

and (with) just judgment those who choose 18 the path, each one according to his spirit, 

according to the regulation of the time. He should lead them with knowledge and in this 

way teach them the mysteries of wonder and of truth in the midst of 19 the men of the 

Community, so that they walk perfectly, one with another, in all that has been revealed to 

them. This is the time for making ready the path 20 to the desert and he will teach them 

about all that has been discovered so that they can carry it out in this moment [and] so 

they will be detached from anyone who has not withdrawn his path 21 from all injustice. 

Vacat And these are the regulations of behaviour for the Inspector in these times, 

concerning his love and his hatred. Everlasting hatred 22 for the men of the pit in 

clandestine spirit. To them he should leave goods and hand-made items like a servant to 

his master and like one oppressed before 23 someone domineering him. He should be a 

man enthusiastic for the decree and for its time, for the day of revenge. He should perform 

(God’s) will in all that his hand should tackle 24 and in all that he controls, as he 

commanded. And all that happens to him he should welcome freely and be gratified by 

nothing except God’s will. 25 He should relish all the words of his mouth, wish for nothing 

that he has not commanded [and] be ever alert to the precept of God. 26 [… and in distr]ess 

he shall bless his Creator and in all that happens he shall re[count … and with the offering 

of] his lips he shall bless him 

 

Col. X 
 

1 during the periods which God decreed: 

at the commencement of the dominion of light, 

during its rotation 

and at its retirement to its appointed abode. 

At the commencement of 
2 the vigils of darkness when he opens his store and stretches them upwards 

and during its rotation, 

when it retires before the light. When 
3 the lights shine out of the holy vault, 

when they retire to the abode of glory. 

At the entry of the seasons in the days of the new moon 

together with their rotations during 
4 their stations renewing each other. 

It is a great day for the holy of holies, 

and a sign Vacat of the opening of his everlasting mercies 
5 for the beginnings of the seasons in every future age. Vacat 

At the commencement of the months in their seasons, 

and of the holy days in their sequence, 

as a reminder in their seasons. 
6 With the offering of lips I shall bless him, 

in accordance with the decree recorded for ever. 

At the commencement of the years and in the turning of their seasons, 

when the decree of 
7 their disposition is carried out, 

on its prescribed day, one after another; 

the season of the harvest up to summer, the season of seed-time up to the season of the 

grass, 

the seasons of the years up to their seven-year periods. 
8 At the commencement of the seven-year periods 



 

 

up to the moment decided for deliverance. 

And in all my existence 

the precept will be engraved on my tongue 

to be a fruit of eulogy, 

and a portion (of offering) of my lips. {I shall tune} 
9 I will sing with knowledge 

and for the glory of God shall all my music be, 

the playing of my harp according to his holy order, 

and the whistle of my lips 

I shall tune to its correct measure. 
10 At the onset of day and night 

I shall enter the covenant of God, 

and when evening and morning 

depart I shall repeat his precepts; 

and by their existence I shall set 
11 my limit without turning away. 

I acknowledge his judgment to be right according to my pervertedness; 

my sins are before my eyes, like an engraved decree. 

To God I shall say: “My justice”, 
12 and to the Most High: “Establisher of my well-being”, 

“source of knowing”, 

“spring of holiness”, 

“peak of glory”, 

“all-powerful one of eternal majesty”. 

I shall choose what 
13 he teaches me, I shall be pleased in how he might judge me. 

When I start to stretch out my hands and my feet 

I shall bless his name; 

when I start to go out and to come in, 
14 to sit and to stand up, 

and lying down in my bed 

I shall extol him; I shall bless him with the offering that issues from my lips 

in the row of men. 
15 And before stretching out my hand 

to get fat on the tasty fruit of the earth, 

at the onset of fright and dismay 

and in the place of distress and grief, 
16 I shall bless him for (his) great marvels 

and shall meditate on his power 

and shall rely on his compassion the whole day. 

I realize that in his hand 

lies the judgment of 
17 every living thing, and all his deeds are truth. 

When distress is unleashed 

I shall praise him, 

just as I shall sing to him for his deliverance. 

I shall not repay anyone with 

an evil reward; 
18 with goodness I shall pursue man. 

For to God (belongs) the judgment 



 

 

of every living being, 

and it is he who pays man his wages. 

I shall not be jealous with a wicked 
19 spirit, and my soul shall not crave wealth by violence; 

I {shall not sustain angry resentment for those who convert} 

/shall not be involved/ in any dispute 

with the men of the pit 

/until the day/ of vengeance. 
20 However, my anger I shall not remove 

from unjust men, 

nor shall I be appeased, 

until he carries out his judgment. I shall not sustain angry resentment for those who 

convert from iniquity, 

but I shall have no mercy 
21 for all those who deviate from the path. 

I shall not comfort the oppressed 

until their path is perfect. 

I shall not retain Belial within my heart. 

From my mouth shall not be heard 
22 foolishness or wicked deceptions; 

sophistries or lies 

shall not be found on my lips. 

The fruit of holiness will be on my tongue, profanity 
23 shall not be found on it. 

With hymns shall I open my mouth 

and my tongue will continually recount both the just acts of God 

and the unfaithfulness of men 

until their iniquity is complete. 
24 I shall remove from my lips worthless words, 

unclean things and plotting from the knowledge of my heart. 

With prudent counsel {I shall hide} /I shall recount/ knowledge, 
25 and with discretion of knowledge I shall enclose him with a solid fence 

to maintain faithfulness and staunch judgment 

according to the justice of God. 
26 I shall share out the regulation with the cord of the ages and […] justice (and) 

compassionate love with the oppressed, 

and to strengthen the hands of the dismay[ed, to teach] 

 

Col. XI 

 
1 understanding to those with a stray spirit 

and to instruct in the teaching those who complain 

to reply with meekness to the haughty of spirit, 

and with a broken spirit to the men of 
2 the bending (of the law), those who point the finger 

and speak evil, Vacat 

and are keen on riches. 

As for me, to God belongs my judgment; 

in his hand is the perfection of my behavior 

with the uprightness of my heart; 



 

 

3 and with his just acts he cancels my iniquities. 

For from the source of his knowledge 

he has disclosed his light, 

and my eyes have observed his wonders, 

and the light of my heart the mystery of 
4 existence. 

What always is, is support for my right hand, 

the path of my steps goes over firm rock, 

it does not waver before anything. 

For the truth of God is the rock of my steps, 
5 and his might the support of my right hand. 

From the spring of his justice is my judgment 

and from the wonderful mystery is the light in my heart. 

My eyes have observed what always is, 
6 wisdom that has been hidden from mankind, 

knowledge and prudent understanding (hidden) from the sons of man, 

fount of justice and well of 
7 strength and spring of glory (hidden) from the assembly of flesh. 

To those whom God has selected he has given them 

as everlasting possession; 

and he has given them an inheritance 

in the lot of the holy ones. 
8 He unites their assembly to the sons of the heavens 

in order (to form) the council of the Community 

and a foundation of the building of holiness 

to be an everlasting plantation 

throughout all future ages. 
9 However, I belong to evil humankind, 

to the assembly of unfaithful flesh; 

my failings, my iniquities, my sins, {…} 

with the depravities of my heart, 
10 belong to the assembly of worms 

and of those who walk in darkness. 

For to man (does not belong) his path, 

nor can a human being steady his step; 

since the judgment belongs to God, 
11 and from his hand is the perfection of the path. 

By his knowledge everything shall come into being, 

and all that does exist  

he establishes with his calculations 

and nothing is done outside of him. Vacat 

As for me, if I stumble, 
12 the mercies of God shall be my salvation always; 

and if I fall in the sin of the flesh, 

in the justice of God, which endures eternally, shall my judgment be; 
13 if my distress commences, 

he will free my soul from the pit 

and make my steps steady on the path; 

he will draw me near in his mercies, 

and by kindnesses set in motion 



 

 

14 my judgment; he will judge me in the justice of his truth, 

and in his plentiful goodness 

always atone for all my sins; 

in his justice he will cleanse me 

from the uncleanness of the human being 
15 and from the sin of the sons of man, 

so that I can give God thanks for his justice 

and The Highest for his majesty. 

Blessed be you, my God, 

who opens the heart of your servant to knowledge! 
16 Establish all his deeds in justice, 

and raise up the son of your handmaid 

to stand everlastingly in your presence, 

as you have cared for the selected ones of humankind. 
17 For without you no behaviour is perfect, 

and without your will, nothing comes to be. 
18 You have taught all knowledge and all that exists is so by your will. 

Beyond you there is no-one 

to oppose your counsel, to understand any of your holy thoughts, 
19 to gaze into the abyss of your mysteries, 

to fathom all your marvels 

or the strength of your might. 
20 Who can endure your glory? 

What, indeed, is the son of man, 

among all your marvelous deeds? 
21 As what shall one born of woman 

be considered in your presence? 

Shaped from dust has he been, 

maggots’ food shall be his dwelling; 

he is spat saliva, 
22 moulded clay, 

and for dust is his longing. 

What will the clay 

reply and the one shaped by hand? 

And what advice will he be able to understand? Vacat 


